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PRESENT : 
Woodbourne, New York 
January 6, 1998 
COMMISSIONER HENRI C. RAFFALLI 
COMMISSIONER IRENE L. PLATT 
RAFAEL JUARBE , Facil ity Parole Officer II 
RENEE SOMERS, Parole Program Aide 
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Q. Sit down, please . good afternoon. 
A. Good evenin'g. 
Q . I'm Commissioner Platt. With me today is 
Commissioner Raffalli, and you made your initial 
appearance before the Parole Board 24 months ago; 
that correct? 
is 
9 A. 
10 Q. 
Yes, it is . 
This is on your conviction for murder in the 
11 
12 
13 
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21 
22 
23 
second degree for which you're serving a sentence of 
15 years to life . 
A. ( Inmate nods head.) 
Q. And the record tells us that at the time you met 
the Board they denied you parole. They held you an 
additional . ~4 - man~~~~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. And here we are 24 months later, and the record 
tells us that you and you r codefendants engaged in 
the shooting death of two men and the serious injury 
of a third, correct? 
A. Yes . 
Q . One of the men was your ex-employer? 
24 A . 
25 Q. 
Yes. 
And the other two were your ex-coworkers? 
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1 A. 
i Q: 
(Inmate nods head.) 
And it appears from the record, having read the 
3 entire file, including your past performance at the 
4 interview -- rather, at the Parole Board, that you 
5 and your codefendants went to your ex-employer's 
6 place of business with the intent to rob him. 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
1 3 
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A. 
Q. 
Yes, ma'am. 
You had worked there. You were f i red. You were 
fired for poor job performance and drug usage, 
correct? 
A . Yes. 
Q. And I guess, to get even or just to get money 
that you wanted, you know, you went to this place of 
business. 
A. (Inmate nods head.) 
Q. In the course of the robbe ry, you took your 
ex - employer into another area, correct 
A. (Inmate nods head.) 
Q. under the sh?m, of trying to clean out your 
20 locker, and your codefendant had the other people 
21 and, during the course of events, your ex-employer 
22 was shot in the back of the head, correct? 
23 A . ( I nmate nods head . ) 
24 Q . The 9the~ people were shot, were forced to lie 
25 on the ground. They, too, were shot in the head. It 
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1 looked like execution style . Two people out of the 
2 three did lose their lives , and the third was 
3 seriously injured, right? 
(Inmate nods head.) 
I've read what you have said in the pait. What 
6 would you like to say to this panel about why the 
7 crime? What was going on? You had been using drugs 
8 for a while; is that correct? 
9 A. Yes. 
10 Q. What was your drug of choice? 
11 A. Cocaine. 
12 Q. And how heavily were you involved in cocaine? 
13 A. (There was no response.) 
14 Q. Did you think you had control over it? 
15 A. No. 
16· I Q, You knew that ·it had contro l over you? 
17 A. (Inmate nods head.) 
18 Q. About how much were you spending a day on this 
19 habit? 
20 A. $75. 
21 Q. And how long had you been involved in the drug 
22 ~1sage~ 
2 3 A. Off and on for a few years. 
24 Q. For a few years. And, during that few-year 
25 period, you had different jobs, temporary jobs, you 
.. . 
; . \ 
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2 statement or not? 
3 A . 
4 Q. 
5 A . 
6 Q. 
7 A . 
I had two jobs. 
Two jobs? 
Yeah . 
And one of the jobs was a t this place? 
Yes . 
5 
8 
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10 
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Q . How did y o u let the situa t io n get so out of hand 
that th ese deaths took place? 
A. This is --
Q. I know you've said in the record that you didn't 
get the g un . You re crui ted yo ur codefendant, is that 
correct, to commit the robbery? 
A. Yes . 
Q. But he was the one who had access to and did 
bring the guns? 
A. 
Q. 
g~n . 
Yes . 
But you went there with him knowing he had a 
Yo u took one of the guns. You had bullets in 
the gun. What were you thinking? 
A. There ' s no justification . 
22 Q . 
23 A . 
24 Q . 
25 A. 
We know that. 
There's no justification. 
We know there ' s no j ust ifi cation . 
And I can't -- for me to sit here and e x plain or 
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1 try to justify it, I'll be looking like a fool . 
2 
3 
Q. 
A. 
And the record indi~ates you're not a fool . 
There's just no justification at all for it. 
4 The only thing I can say is I say in prayers I ' m 
5 truly sorry for the people I've hurt, all the people 
6 I've hurt . 
7 Q. You know, it ' s -- and I'm not trying to trick 
8 you. You've had plenty of time to think about what 
9 you did. My comment is the following: When a person 
10 gets shot very often during the course of a robbery, 
11 there ' s a tussle, you know, somebody tries to run 
12 away, somebody tries to notify police, somebody tries 
13 to escape, meaning the victim, and a person gets 
14 
15 
shot. 
That's one set of events, and there is 
16 not an acceptance but an understanding of how it 
17 could happen . That's very different than peop le 
18 b~ing . forced . to lay on the ground and being shot 
19 execution style. 
20 You understand the distinction I'm 
21 making? 
22 A. Oh, I definitely do. Believe me. 
23 Q. And that ' s what you were involved in. Is there 
24 anything you can tell us about that, about wh a t was 
25 going through your mind that you permitted that 
' , 
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situation to exist? 
A. I don't think you cQuld - - you know, if I could 
go back 17 years and really see, visualize what was 
,going · through 'my mind, th~n I could answer that 
question. I really think that my mind was blank . 
mind was -- it was ate up. 
Q . M-m h-m-m . 
A. You know, it was -- it just wasn't there. It 
was like, you know, a different person altogether. 
Q. . A different person than you are now? 
My 
A. Yes, all totally, totally, totally not together. 
Q. But, unfortunately, as you we ll know, we can't 
turn the clock back . 
A. Yes . 
q~ And we have to bear . responsibility for what we 
did. 
A. Yes, I understand. 
Q. Now, the record does indicate that since 
well, before we get to your present thing, we'll look 
back . You did have a prior criminal record, not the 
~orst . priorh pf~min~l .. r~cor~ we ever saw, but it 
certainly does indicate that you weren't following 
t h e rules of society and that you were living a life 
outside the general bounderies, bounderies of 
society . Would that be a fair statement? 
.(, 
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1 "A. 
2 Q. 
That•s : very fa i r. 
Okay. And then we get you in prison after this 
3 terrible crime, and I must say the record indicates 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
1i 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
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that you have ~ done a lot .of things while you've been 
in prison. Some are quite positive. On top of that, 
you've had a v ery good disciplinary record . You've 
had no tickets since May of '95, right --
A. (Inmate nods head . ) 
Q. -- and few before. What's the most important 
thing you've accomplished while you've been 
incarcerated? 
A. I think . the most important thing th a t, besides 
education, that I accomplished is to - - well , there's 
two things . One is to bring the AVP program here at 
~oo?bourne . .. ,. Tn,ey didn : t h?ve it when I came here, 
and I sat down with administration and, you know, 
showed them the need for it because of the gangs they 
had at that time here. They were fighting against 
each other. 
20 Q. And I believe you explained all of that very . ' . 
21 well to t he prior panel . 
22 
23 
A . And another thing that I think is important 
to create the PACE program, Pr isoners for AIDS 
Counseling and Education. 
is 
24 
25 Q . They are very successful programs. You seem to 
. -· .... 
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1 have used your time in an appropriate manner that 
2 way, What do you do here now on a daily 
3 basis? 
4 A. I work with the deaf guys and work in the 
5 general 
6 q. Do you know sign language? 
7 A. Yes. -- and work in th~ general library. 
8 Q. How did you learn American Sign, while you were 
9 incarcerated? 
10 A. 
11 Q. 
12 A. 
13 q. 
14 A. 
15 Q. 
16. A. 
1 7 Q. -.. . 
18 A. 
19 Q. 
Yes, while I was incarcerated. 
You were involved in a drug program 
Yes. 
-- a . long time ago. 
Well, I'm still involved. 
You're still involved? 
ASAT. 
You do ASAT now? 
Yes. 
And you're presently a coordinator in the llll 
20 program? 
21 A. Yes. 
22 Q. I read what you said at the last panel, and I 
23 read how you talk about the difference between 
24 yourself now and then. Is there anything else you'd 
25 like to add to that? 
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1 A. No. 
2 Q. What would you like to say to us? You know, 
3 we're dealing with two people are gone. One was very 
4 seriously injured. What would you like to say to 
5 this panel? 
6 A. This is a different panel than I had last time. 
7 It's totally different. 
8 Q. That's what makes panels. 
9 A. Yes. I would like you to judge me -- instead of 
10 judging me with the crime, you know, the papers in 
11 front of you, try to look beyond that . Again, like I 
12 said last time, if I am released, I would never do 
13 anything, you know, to embarrass the panel, you know, 
14 as far as getting arrested again. 
15 . Q~ .. , .. You know'- I certainly can under$tand, 
16 where you would like us not to judge you 
17 qn the basis of this crimina~ record. 
18 A . But you have to. I understand that. 
19 Q. But, as I said earlier - -
2Q A. I understand . 
21 O: -- we have to take responsibility for everything 
22 we do in our life. 
23 A. I understand. 
24 Q. That doesn't mean that that negates anything 
25 you ' ve don~ that's been positive? 
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1 A. I understand . 
, 
2 ' Q. We have to look at all of the factor s. We have 
3 to look at the attitude of society. We have to look 
4 at the expectation of the community . What our role 
5 is, our responsibility, lt can be very diffi cult 
6 sometimes to look at a person like you who, I 
7 presume, has made great changes in their own personal 
8 demeanor and attitude about life, than the man who 
9 did this crime so many years ago, 17 years ago. 
10 They're all serious factors. 
11 would you say that the drugs played a 
12 majo r part in this or just a total disregard for 
13 anybo~y but , yoursel~ or society at the time? 
14 A . Well, if I said that, then I would really be 
15 thinking myself an evil person if I said I had total 
16 disregard for anyone but myself . I don't think 
17 that's the case at all . I don't think it was the 
18 Cqse in the past, and it 's definitely not the case 
19 now. Drugs -- again, I don't want to justify it, you 
20 know, saying that drugs did this, drugs did this. 
21 Q. No, I understand you're not justifying it. 
22 A . You cannot --
23 Q . Would you say 
. t . 
2-4 A•, . I unders tand it's a very, very serious crime, 
25 and you cannot put a price on a person, that's all. 
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2 justifying 
3 A . Played a part, yes. 
4 Q. -- played a part and gave you a little bit 
5 internal license to do something? 
6 A. Gave me a little bit of courage that you --
7 Q. 
8 A . 
9 Q. 
That you maybe would not have done? 
Yes, no question . 
Anything else you want to say, 
No. 
12 
10 A. 
11 COMMISSIONER PLATT: Commissioner, any 
12 questions? 
13 COMMISSIONER RAFFALLI : No. I think 
14 you've covered it all adequately . 
15 Commissioner. 
Thank you, 
16 Q . Okay. If you are released, who would you live 
17 with? Have you got anybody out there for you? 
18 A. I didn't even think about being released. 
19 Q. You didn ' t even think about that. We're not 
20 pushing you on that. That's not the most important 
21 decision at this time. You're not an unintelligent 
22 man, 
23 A . I did some stupid 
24 Q. It's just a shame that you committed your life 
25 to fall into this pattern that it did and that you 
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1 put yourself in 
2 A. This predicament. 
3 Q. -- this position. Now, our records do indicate 
4 that there is a note here that you said, if you were 
5 to be released, you would live with your mother, 
6 
7 A. Yes . 
8 Q. We're going to review it all. We have the 
9 updated psychiatric report. We have all the history 
10 here . We'll look it over . We'll make a decision. 
11 You ' ll get a copy of it in a couple of days . 
12 A. 
13 Q. 
14 
15 
16 
l? 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
'• 
'· 
'-
Thank you. 
Thank you. 
(The inmate left the room.) 
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i D E C I S I 0 N 
2 COMMISSIONER PLATT: 24 months. 
3 MS. SOMERS: 1/2000. 
COMMISSIONER PLATT: The violent 
5 nature and circumstances of the instant offense, 
6 murder in the second degree, which resulted in the 
7 death of two young men and the near death and serious 
8 injury of a third, represents a serious escalation of 
9 your antisocial, criminal behavior which commenced in 
10 1973. In the instant offense, your ex-employer and 
11 coworkers were your victims and were shot in the head 
12 execution style . 
13 While w~ _ note , your institutional 
14 programming and disciplinary record, the panel, after 
15 a full review of your record and the interview, have 
16 d~t~rmined that discre~ionary release is not in the 
~ ·.~ - · '-· •. ... ·: \.,. · -4. \ , • .. ' . • .. • 
17 best . interests or welfare of the community. We note 
18 that your ability to abide by the rules and 
19 regulations of the structured institutional setting 
20 is not an assurance of your ability to adhere to the 
?~ standards and mores of the community and to. be a 
22 law- abiding citizen. 
23 The guidelines are unspecified . 
2 4 (The co~missione~s concurred.) 
25 {The proceedings were concluded.) 
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